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EDUCATION FOR FREEDOM 
FOREWORD 


Universal, free education at elementary and 
secondary level is one of the main pillars of 
American democracy. There is no subject on which 
the 165,000,000 people of the United States are 
more united than in their conviction about the 
desirability, indeed the necessity, for every child 
SSS eS nes one. | . 
to receive not only the rudiments of an education 
but at least eight and generally twelve years of 
formal instruction. Americans believe that the sur- 
_vival of the American democratic system depends 

e ja . 
upon the ability of each citizen to assume his share 
of civic responsibility. It is essential, therefore, 
that everyone of normal intellectual capacity be 
prepared in order to fulfil a most useful individual 
role in society, to understand and participate in 
those processes whereby the group governs itself. 


The American answer to the problem of train- 
ing children for the responsibilities of democratic 
citizenship is the free public school system. Every 
child in America, no matter how remote and isola- 
"ted his home, has access to a public school.” The 
opportunity for education at any level is freely open 
“to everyone, regardless of race, religion, national 
origin, sex or even financial resources. 


More than one in every five persons in the 
United States is attending full-time day school. 
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During the 1955-56. academic year, out of an esti- 
mated population of approximately 165,000,000 
people, elementary and secondary schools enrolled 
some 36,200,000 pupils. This number, however, is 
expected to increase to at least 45,000,000 students 
by 1960. Colleges and universities, commercial and 
nurses training schools enrolled an estimated 
2,750,000 in the fall of 1955. Many others are 
studying in private trade and vocational full-time 
day schools, or are registered for part-time educa- 
tional courses in evening and summer-school classes 
and in correspondence schools at all levels. Last 
year more than nine out of ten young people of 
the age to do so graduated from the elementary 
school, completing eight years of training. More 
than half the young people of the age to do so 
graduated from high school, marking the comple- 
tion of 12 years of schooling. 


This amazing record is both a result of and a 
reason for the high standard of living which prevails 
among the American people, and for the high 

roductivity per worker upon which this living 
Standard is based. Here is both an insight into, 
and an explanation for, the success of democratic 
government in the United States. 


According to the American way of life, the 
government exists to serve the people. Equal edu- 
cational opportunity for all is one way in which the 
government helps the people to realize their fullest 


potentialities. Recently, representatives of the 
United States joined representatives of other nations 
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in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
affirming that “every child has a right to edu- 
cation.” 


. What the individual makes of his educational 
_opportunity depends largely upon his individual 
_capacity and initiative. One of the principles which 
underlies every American school is that the child 
should not be regimented, He is encouraged to 
develop his own best abilities to the extent and in 
the manner which will make for his individual hap- 
piness and the community good. That combination 
of individual happiness and community good is the 
object of American democracy, which is both the 
first cause and the end result of the American edu- 
cational system. 


One of the problems which has been disturbing 
to most American citizens has been that of _racial 
_segregation_in the schools, which existed in 17 
southern States and the District of Columbia. The 
other 31 States did not prescribe segregation. In 
1954, however, the Supreme Court of the United 

_ States ruled that racial segregation in public schools 
is unconstitutional, and in May of 1955 it ordered 
Federal Courts to implement this welcome decision. 
Four of the States affected and the District of 
Columbia promptly moved to desegregate their 
schools in the academic year 1954-1955. Most of 
the remaining 13 States achieved partial desegrega- 
tion. Opposition in the form of isolated incidents 
has occurred, however, to slow down the process of 
orderly change. Eventually integration in all schools 
will take place. = 
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DIVISION OF POWERS IN THE FEDERAL 

„STRUCTURE, € 
The United States, as suggested by the name, is 
a Federal union formed by sovereign States. The 
Federal Government exercises sovereign powers 
granted by the States by a Constitution adopted in 
1781. Because education was not listed among the 
powers delegated in the Constitution, primary re- 
sponsibility for education has rested in the several 
States. In many countries, a national ministry of 
education exercises considerable power over _Curtj- 
_cula and administrative matters of the schools. 
There is no such national ministry of education in 
the United States. No directive from a central office 
tells how things shall proceed. Local self-govern- 
ment is the outstanding characteristic of American 
education. Each of the 48 States has a department 
of education (perhaps called by another name) 
which _exercises powers corresponding in part to 

those of ministries of education in other countries. 


In the Federal Government structure is an 
Office of Education primarily for exchange of 
information and experience among the States. It 
gathers _statistics on all phases of school work and 
distributes them so that people in the several States 
can compare their educational programmes with 
those of other States. The Office of Education 
collects and disseminates information on education 
in other countries for the benefit of educators in the 
United States. It represents education’s interests 
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to other Federal agencies, including the Congress, 
and channels information from the Federal agencies 
to the schools. Upon request from State authorities, 
it brings nation-wide experience and expert counsel 
to the_solution of State problems. It facilitates 
exchange of students and administers exchange 
scholarships. In certain areas of particular national 
interest, the Office of Education administers Federal 
funds. 


Since each of the 48 States has the authority 
and responsibility to organize its educational 
system as it may deem appropriate, educational 
practices and policies differ among the States. Few 
statements can be made which begin, “In the 
United States, all schools...” To any such state- 
ment, there are exceptions and variations. 


Yet common ideals do prevail, unifying the 
school system to the point that a child may move 
easily from a school in one State toa school in 
another State. The influences of common ideals 
are reinforced by easy mobility of the people in 
moving from one State to another, and by the 
ready interchange of experience among the States. 


One happy result of the Federal structure is 
that improvements in education can be initiated in 
any State, community, or school. Any State can 
serve as a laboratory, or „testing ground for an 


experiment, and all States can benefit from the 
experience. 


Originally, American schools developed in 
separate and isolated communities out of local 
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concern and initiative. The people in a community 
elected representatives to employ the teachers, 
arrange a course of study, erect buildings, and set 
tax rates to cover the planned expenditures. Schools 
today are largely based upon that pattern. The 
States gradually assumed,a portion of the expendi- 
tures to equalize opportunities for children in 
poorer school districts, to make sure that all 
children have a chance for an education. In 
1949-50, it is estimated, there were 83,237 local 
school boards in which some 281,000 men and 
women gave public service, for the most part 
tendered without salary, in the management of the 
schools. Each of them had the Opportunity, for 
taking initiative in the improvement of the schools. 
People in America like to keep the management of 
the schools close to home with local control assured. 


Fifty-seven per cent of the funds for public 
elementary and secondary education now come 
from local property taxes levied by such school 
boards through representative _processes. States 
currently contribute 40 per cent of the school 
budget, and the remaining 3 per cent come from 
Federal sources. 


The average American citizen feels very close 
tothe public school and keeps well informed about 
school needs and problems. The public schools are 
operated on a democratic basis with boards of edu- 
cation in many instances elected by the people and 
accountable to them for maintaining high standards. 
Frequently referendums are taken in the local 
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communities on important questions such as raising 
additional taxes for building new schools. 


A noteworthy development in the supervision 
of education in the United States has been the 
growth of Parent-Teacher Associations, which work 
with the school officials in determining educational 
goals and in providing recreational facilities for the 
children. Through these associations the parents 
observe the operation of the schools and confer 
regularly with the teachers on the progress of their 
children. 


Leaders in government and educators, as well 
as the people, realize that free institutions and the 
liberties of individuals can best be maintained by 
a citizenry thoroughly grounded in democratic 
processes through the American schools. 


FIFTY YEARS OF AMERICAN EDUCATION 


PERCENT 
100 


1900 1950 1900 1950 


ELEMENTARY SECONDARY 


Percentage of children attending school has risen sharply. Nearly 
every child now gets an elementary education : 80 percent of those 
who enter elementary school this year will go on to high school. 
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ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
The Elementary (Primary) School 


The United States has over 160,000 elementary 
schools which enroll, approximately 25,000,000 
pupils. These schools offer six to eight years 
training in primary education—the basis of the 
American educational system. The three plans of 
school organization most commonly used are : eight 
years of elementary school and four years of high 
school ; six years of elementary school, three years 
of junior high school and three years of senior high 
school ; and six years of primary school followed 
by six years of secondary school. Other divisions of 
primary and secondary schooling include the 7-5, 
6-2-4 and 6-4-2 plans. _Prior to entering elementary 
school, the child may attend nursery or play school 
(some public, some private) for a few hours each 
day at the age of three or four. At the age of 
five years, a child may attend public or private 


Funding: Tattva Heritage Foundation,Kolkata. Digitization: eGangotri. 


_kindergarten. Many schools offer both nursery and 

kindergarten facilities as part of elementary school 
system. For the great majority of American chil- 
dren, formal education begins at the age of six 
when, on the second Monday in September, they 
enter the first grade of elementary school. It is then 
that they begin the educational process which will 
keep them_occupied mornings and afternoons five 
days each week from September through May or 
early June. 


What are familiarly known in the United States 
as the Three R’s—readin’, ‘ritin’, and ‘rithmetic— 
have always been the backbone of the elementary 
school curriculum. Such subjects as history, geog- 
raphy, elementary science, civics, music, and art 
are always added to make a fully rounded pro- 
gramme. Instruction used to be based almost alto- 
gether upon study of a school text, then recitation 
based on the text, with the pupil answering ques- 
tions put by the teacher. But there is increasing 
"emphasis in America upon the methods of “pro- 
gressive education.” Modern American educators 
discourage teaching and learning by_rote, They 
believe that education involves very much more than 
memory training, that teaching a pupil merely to 
remember and_recite what he has learned ina book 
is not enough. They believe the student must be 
encouraged to think for himself, to apply his lessons 
to his own experience and his experience to his 
lessons, not merely to learn but to make use of what 
he learns. Throughout the elementary school system, 
therefore, the tendency is to place less and less,stress 
upon the formal question-and-answer method of 
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education, to place more and more stress upon jn- 
formal discussion and participation. In some schools 
in the less progressiye areas, the method of instruc- 
tion is little different from what it was sixty years 
ago, but in typical town or city schools of America 
today, elementary education is no stiff and formal 
matter. It is an active, friendly, joint endeavour on 
the part of the teacher and student not to memorize 
but to discover. : 


e Se, 


Elementary school education, then, is not pas; 
_sive but active. The student learns not by committing 
to memory but by doing. He undertakes projects 
which require him to_display individual ingenuity, to 
cooperate with others, to demonstrate the results 
of his lessons. Thus, in studying history, the children 
may engage in dramatic presentation of their own 
version of historical episodes. In studying geography 
they may prepare relief maps, picture books, : cos- 
tume displays. In studying nature they plant gardens 
and collect specimens. And in so doing, the indir 
vidual child is able to ‘develop his special abilities 
and to cultivate his special interests, but all as part 
of a group endeavour. 


Elementary education extends far beyond the 
class room. It involves teacher-guided trips to 
libraries, museums, art galleries, churches, offices, 
stores, factories. It involves trips to historic spots, 
nature study walks, attendance at public functions. 
It involves also participation in outdoor games and 
sports, for a certain period of each class day is de- 
voted to outdoor exercises which make for individual 
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physical development ‘and participation in group 
activities. It involves assignment of civic responsi- 
bility, for school children regularly engage in exer- 
cises of self government and performance of minor 
civic duties. - 


TYPICAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CURRICULUM 


ATARI eseucsccccceusece 


Aris and Cralls ecccccecases 
Andusttzal ATIS escosescevcce 
Mealli eecacvecccsscucass 


Home Making and 
Home Economns oas sesse 


Language Aris 
Listening 


Reading und Literature sesecee 


The elementary school is a_conspicuous feature 
of every American community. In remote rural 
areas, the school may still be merely the traditional 
American one-room schoolhouse, where as many as 
fifty to eighty pupils of six to eight elementary grades 
are taught by a single teacher in a single room. But 
this “little red school house” is rapidly disappearing 
from the American scene. If there are too few pupils 
in any one area for establishment of a large school, 
then those pupils are transported each day by free 
motor bus to the nearest centre of population and 
there enrolled in a “Centralized School.” These 
centralized schools, which serve population groups 
of a few thousand at least, offer finer school facili- 
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ties, greater economy of operation, and greater over- 
all educational advantages to the pupils than a num- 
ber of small and scattered schools possibly could. 


The centralized school and the town or city 
elementary school today is typically a two to three- 
storey brick building, provided with several dozen 
large, airy, well-lighted class-rooms, provided also 
with an auditorium, a „gymnasium, a canteen, and 
_adequate ‘outdoor playground space. In the large 
cities, elementary schools may have as many as 
10,000 pupils and, in such cases, are correspondingly 
huge and elaborate. They may have sections for 
physically handicapped pupils, including the deaf 
and the blind. They may also have sections for 
especially gifted children, who are given opportunity 
to pass through the elementary system more rapidly 
than others and to develop special talents, such as 
ability in music or the other arts. 


No matter how large or how elaborate the 
American elementary school may become, however, 
it still adheres to the basic American educational 
purpose—to give the child the educational back- 
ground, both pedagogical and social, which is re- 


quisite. to a happy personal life and useful parti- 
_cipation in community affairs. 


The High School 


Upon completion of the elementary school, 
which in some areas lasts six and in other areas 
eight years, most American children continue into 
secondary school. ‘The secondary school, most 
commonly known in America as the high school, is 
frequently divided into junior and senior high 
school. The exact number of years spent in ele- 
mentary, junior and senior high school varies from 
area to area, but the total is the same. Twelve years 
schooling, the last four to six of which are at secon- 
dary level, is fast becoming the American norm. 


The theory of American education is that the 
elementary school offers the indispensable mini- 
mum. The elementary school graduate has 
sufficient education that he can read, write, and 
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calculate and thus bear the basic responsibilities of 
modern citizenship. But elementary schooi does 
not prepare him for the specialized tasks of modern 
society. If he would enter business, industry, 
agriculture, or any occupation reguiring special 
skill for his advancement, or if he would enter 
a profession, or if he would merely prefer to face 
the world with more than minimal educational 
attainments, then he must continue his education 
beyond the elementary level. 


American law, in fact, requires every child to. 
continue in school at least until he is 16, 17, or 18 
years old. Since he has generally finished elemen- 
tary school by the age of 13, it is virtually automatic 
for him to enter secondary school. There, unless. 
he is compelled by economic necessity or has no: 
aptitude for further education, he goes on to. 
complete the course. 


The high school generally gives the student. 
choice of two types of training, general courses. 
designed to give him a well-founded educational 
background and prepare him for admission to 
college, and specialized courses to prepare him to 
earn a living in a vocation. The student electing. 
the general course studies most or all of these sub- 
jects: English language and literature, one foreign 
language, American and foreign history, algebra and 
geometry, natural science, including elementary 
physics and chemistry, and social science. The 
student who elects vocational training follows 
certain of the above courses, and always English, 
history, and social science. In addition he chooses 
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special training courses such as these: domestic 
science (for girls only), typewriting, stenography, 
book-keeping, art, mechanics, metal work, electric- 
ity, radio, agriculture, animal husbandry, and the 
like. ; 


Most American high schools offer both general 
and vocational courses. Some few are specialized 
vocational high schools. Save for these specialized 
schools, which are generally for boys only, 
American public high schools, like American ele- 
mentary schools, are co-educational. 

All high school students, boys and girls alike, 
are encouraged to participate in competitive athlet- 
ies. The baseball, football, basketball, swimming, 
tennis, track, golf, and other athletic teams and the 
inter-school or intra-school games in which they 
engage are, in fact, one of the most conspicuous _ 
_features of the American high school programme. 

High school students are also encouraged to 
take part in dramatic and musical productions, to 
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join glee clubs, orchestras, little theatre groups, and 
debate teams. They frequently publish a schoo! 
newspaper, virtually always a school year book. 
They organize themselves into self-governing bodies 
with democratically elected student councils and 
student officers who play an important part in decid- 
ing on student affairs and general school policy. 


In high school as in elementary school education 
in the United States, the tendency is away from 
formal text book question-and-answer instruction 
and toward methods_involving individual | initiative | 
and group participation. As a result of this effort to 
develop individual judgment and enterprise, as a 
result also of encouraging participation in a wide 
-Variety of extra-curricular activities which develop 
individual abilities and social consciousness, the 
American boy or girl, during his four to six years 
secondary school experience, is expected to become 
a responsible junior citizen. 


Elementary and Secondary School Administration 


Ninety per cent of the elementary and secondary 
schools in the United States, attended by ninety 
per cent of the total number of pupils, are free public 
schools maintained by local taxation and controlled 
directly by the State and local government. Of the 
other ten per cent, by far the most are free parochial 
schools maintained by the Roman Catholic Church 
(some by other church: groups). A few, almost all 
of them at the secondary level, are institutions op- 
erated by church groups or private foundations on a 
tuition basis. Free public schools are accessible to 
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every American child. Parochial schools, maintained 
parallel to the public schools in those communities 
where there is any considerable number of Roman 
Catholics, are attended voluntarily by children of 
Catholic parents. They differ from public schools 
in that they are staffed by priests or nuns and offer 
religious as well as secular ‘instruction. Private schools 
_exist for those parents who prefer to have their chil- 
dren educated in a more exclusive social and educa- 
tional_environment than the public school offers. 
This group forms a very small percentage of the 
total school population. PRES 


The public school is virtually always co-educa- 
tional, although some few secondary schools are 
_especially for boys or for girls. The parochial 
“school is generally co-educational. The private 
schools, frequently called “prep” (college prepara- 
tory) schools, may be co-educational or may be 
especially for boys or for girls. 


Public schools come under the overall control 
of the State Government, which acts through a State 
Department of Education. The State Board of 
Education determines such matters as minimum 
school curricula, standards of safety and sanitation, 
minimum qualifications and terms of employment 
for teachers, and administrative procedures. 


Parochial schools are administered and financed 
by the Roman Catholic Church authorities, but are 
subject to state educational requirements. Private 
schools are administered and financed by church or 
private organizations, and are likewise subject to 
State educational requirements. 
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Actual operation of the public school is the re- 
sponsibility of a local Board of Education, composed 


generally of five to nine citizens elected for terms of 


a few years by the local citizens. The local Board 
of Education employs a school Superintendent and 
school teachers. It provides physical facilities and 
enforces school attendance. It determines necessary 
expenditures, whether for buildings or operating 
expenses. It proposes at local elections the taxes 
which are necessary to raise the amount of money 
required. The local citizens, by voting for the mem- 
bers of the Board of Education and by voting on 
the tax measures which they propose, determine 
local educational policy. The citizens everywhere 
also take direct part in school affairs by organizing 
Parent-Teacher Associations for close informal co- 
operation between the school and home. 
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HIGHER EDUCATION 


There are now more than 2,750,000 college 
students in the United States in over 1850 institu- 
tions of higher learning. 


The fact that there are more than two and one 
half million students in college today shows that 
40%, of all secondary school students continue their 
education at the college level. 


The development of higher education is a 
ing glory of the American educational system. 
About 4 in 10 of the high school graduates (almost 
half of the boys and a little less than one-third of 
the girls) do go on to college. A larger percentage 
of young people go to institutions of higher educa- 
tion in the United States than go to secondary 
schools in many other countries. 


The co-educational pattern characteristic of the 
— à 
elementary and secondary schools is continued in 
the institutions of higher learning. 


Among the institutions of higher education 
listed in a current directory compiled by the Office 
of Education, there are 222 which accept men only 
and 258 that accept women only. 


For the most part, each institution of higher 
education determines its own policies. For the 
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control of guality, the institutions have _ banded, 
themselves into voluntary associations for “accredit- 
ing,” and these publish lists of institutions that meet 
announced standards of quality. Students may 
readily transfer from one accredited institution to ' 
another without loss of time. The student who 
comes to the United States from abroad can do 
much to assure himself of good training by „inquiry 
about the accredited status of the institution he 
——a 
plans to attend. 
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Education for Negroes in the United States 
has undergone profound changes during the past 
ten years. While there are still 102 institutions of 
higher learning catering predominantly to Negroes 
(there are about 100, ni Negro students in these 
schoois), Negro enrollment is increasing in all insti- 
tutions; even in the southern States. At the same 
time, white enrollment is increasing in traditionally 
Negro schools such as Howard University, Lincoln 
University, etc. Negro students have been admitted 
to the great majority of northern and western 
universities for many years. By 1950 a series of 
court cases arising in Texas and Oklahoma had 
resulted in the admittance of minority group students 
to public supported universities in these and other 
southern States. Thus long before the Supreme 
Court’s decision of 1954 that segregation in 
public schools is unconstitutional, the pattern of 
segregation in higher education had begun to 
change. 


The Junior College 


There is great variety among American colleges 
and universities. The newest type of institution is 
the junior college, which is sometimes publicly 
financed and a continuation, therefore, of the free 
public school system. The junior college offers the 
first two years of college level training, sometimes 
in combination with senior high school. OF the 
American institutions of higher education, over 500 
are junior colleges enrolling some 350,000 students. 
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Varied school activities develop children’s 
minds and bodies. Practical classroom experi- 
ments and visual teaching broaden each pupil's 
experience, while good health is promoted by 
hot lunches, regular dental and medical ex- 
aminations, and through supervised recreation. 
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The Liberal Aris College 


The most typical and by far the most common 
American institution of college level is the liberai 


arts college.* During the first two years of study, 
the student in the liberal arts college is generally 
required to take certain basic courses in English 
language and literature, one foreign language, 
history, social and political science, and natural 
science. After having completed these requirements, 
he is permitted to specialize in several related 
subjects, that is, to take an integrated group of 
advanced courses, say, in language and literature, 
or in physics and chemistry, or in political and 
social science. While he devotes his major attention 
during the last two years of college to these “major” 
and “minor” subjects, he is able at the same time 
to follow certain freely elected courses which serve 
to give him a broad general educational background 
in addition to specialized training. The variety of 
subjects and courses offered in an American 
college frequently comes to many hundreds, and 
since the individual student can usually study no 
more than about thirty at most in four years, the 
range of choice is apparent. 


The American liberal arts college student 
generally attends classes for about three or four 


*Most important other independent colleges are teachers 
colleges, which specialize, of course, in teacher training but 
frequently offer a full liberal arts curriculum, and specialized 
colleges of engineering and agriculture. 
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hours each day five or five and one half days per 
week. In introductory courses in a given subject, 
class is frequently based upon the Tecitation-dis- 
cussion method. In more advanced courses, the 
professor generally delivers a series of lectures; in 
‘addition to attending the lectures, the student is 
_ expected to do a large amount of reading on the 
subject and generally to prepare papers on specific 
_aspects of it. Attendance at classes is , semi-com- 
.pulsory, the student being allowed certain absences, 
so long as those do not become _conspicuously 
frequent, Ep. 


College courses are generally designed to last 
for one “semester” or for one “quarter,” depending 
upon whether the institution follows the four-and- 
one-half (semester) or three month (quarter) unit of 
instruction. At the end of each course, the student 
is required to pass an examination. In consideration 
of the student’s achievement, as indicated in class- 
toom work and in examination, the professor 
assigns a definite grade for each separate course : A 
for excellent, B for good, C for fair, D for poor, 
E or F for unsatisfactory. If the student does not 
maintain a C average for all courses, he is not 
permitted to remain in college. If he maintains 
higher than a B average, he is given certain dis- 
tinctions, most significant of which is election to 
Phi Beta Kappa, the national honorary scholastic 
> _ fraternity. 


There is a growing tendency in the American 
college for the student to engage in independent 
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study and preparation of special research projects. 
Instead of engaging in mere routine classroom 
work, the student engages in individual projects in 
which he receives individual advice and assistance 
from his professors. During the last two years of 
college in particular, those students who have 
exhibited special ability are afforded speciai privi- 
"leges. “and independence which has in the past 
generally been reserved for the graduate student. 
In higher education, therefore, as in secondary 
and elementary education, the present American 
trend is strongly away from the > stereotyped : and the 
formalized. But it does not involve cutting the 
student Joose from controls before he is capable 
of judging for himself. It involves at all stages 
careful guidance and encouragement to make 
sure that the student expends his energies to good 
advantagc. 
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The University 


The liberal arts college is frequently associated 
with a large university which goes by the same 
name. In that event, the liberal arts college is 
generally the central undergraduate institution offer- 
ing the basic college courses leading to the Bachelor 
of Arts degree. With it are associated various other 
colleges offering technical or professional education 
at both the undergraduate and the graduate 
level. 


The student in the university may therefore 
Study in one of several different colleges. He may 
Study at the undergraduate level for a B. A. degree. 
Having once taken his B. A., he may study as a 
“graduate student” for an advanced degree. In 
one year of additional study of a specialized subject, 
he may take a Master of Arts or a Master of 
Science degree, depending upon whether his speci- 
ality is one ofthe “humanities” or one of the 
sciences. In three to four years of additional 
study after the B. A. degree (taking the M.A. or 
M.S. degree or not, as he chooses), and upon 
furnishing evidence of ability to do independent 
and original research of a high order, he may take 
the highest of American academic degrees, the 
Doctorate of Philosophy (Ph.D.), specializing either 
in the arts or in the sciences. Or he may choose 
to take a professional degree, such as the Bachelor 
of Laws (generally two years after a B. A.), or 
Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) degree (generally four 
years after a B.A. or B.S.), or Doctor of Engineer- 
ing, and so on. 
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By way of illustration of the facilities of an 
American University, Columbia University in New 
York City, one of America’s largest and most 
famous, is made up of the following colleges (in 
Columbia known as schools): Columbia College 
and School of General Studies (the liberal arts 
college), School of Business, School of Architecture, 
School of Medicine, School of Engineering, School 
of Journalism, Faculties of Political Science, 
Philosophy, and Pure Science, School of Library 
Service, School of Law, School of International 
Affairs, Teachers College, New York School of 
Social Work, College of Pharmacy, and College of 
Optometry. The university offers several thousand 
courses leading to half a hundred degrees. It has 
a total of 2,200 faculty members and some 30,000 
students. Its endowment amounts to $75,000,000, 
its total annual budget is about $15,000,000. It has 
841 acres of metropolitan property. The total 
value of its property, buildings, and equipment 
is $58,000,000. The university libraries contain 
more than 2,000,000 volumes, with additional ex- 
tensive holdings of government documents, maps, 
microfilms, and manuscripts. 


HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE UNITED STATES 


FALL 1955 

INSTITUTIONS ENROLLMENT 

141 Universities . 1,721,000 

732 Liberal Arts Colleges … 713,000 

505 Junior Colleges se 352,000 

192 Teachers Colleges y … 244,000 

44 Technical Schools aes 85,000 

120 Professional Schools: = 56,000 
124 Theological Seminaries va 31,000 
——mn 211lll!lLJtJjJjj9jll! 
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College Life - 


College life does not differ greatly in its essen- 
tial features whether a student attends a college or a 
university, whether he attends a large institution or 
a smali one. In any event, he generally leaves his 
home and goes to live in the college town or city. 
He enters a school dormitory, a ‘‘fraternity” or 
e "1,9? Gps Sere stn 
sorority” (club-like organizations offering living 
and social facilities), a boarding house, or perhaps 
lives with relatives or friends or merely rents a 
room. At any rate, he prepares to enter the dis-_ 
tinctive life of the American college campus, which 
means that he spends his day-time hours for the 
most part attending college classes, that he spends 
many of his leisure hours working at some job 
or other to help pay his expenses, others in the 
dozens of college extra-curricular activities, that he 
spends his evenings generally in study but manages 
to mix ina great deal of social activity, that on 
Saturday and Sunday in particular he engages in 
numerous athletic, social and religious events. 
For four years he is part of the college community, 
a closely knit community of perhaps 1,000 persons 
ifhe attends a small college, 10,000 or even more 
if he attends a large university. The distinctive activ- 
ities of that community—whether academic, social, 
or recreational—dominate his interests during his 


college years. 


— One distinctive aspect of the American college 
system is that a very large number of the students, 
men and women alike—perhaps a majority of 
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them—earn a part, often all of their college ex- 
penses. It is regarded as no great hardship but 
rather as an accepted fact that American college 
students will try to earn their own way. During 
the school year they work as waiters, dish-washers, 
janitors, manual labourers, store clerks, tutors—at 
any job which is available and will help them pay 
expenses. During the long summer vacations they 
commonly work at full-time jobs—frequently at 
hard manual labour on the farms, building roads, 
driving delivery trucks, and the like; sometimes at 
jobs such as summer camp supervisors and national 
park guides; often in stores, factories, or anywhere 
that employment is offered. The American college 
student, whether he earns part or all of his own 
expenses, is therefore disposed to appreciate the 
more what he gets for his money. 


Perhaps the most conspicuous feature of Ameri- 
can college campus life, so far as the outside 
observer is concerned, is the college athletic pro- 
gramme. Intra-collegiate and inter-collegiate sports 
events, particularly the spectacular Saturday after- 
noon football games which may draw 100,000 spec- 
tators from hundreds of miles about, have long 
been regarded as the major public events of the 
college community. But other extra-curricular activ- 
ities are of greater significance to the personal 
development of greater numbers of students. Virtu- 


ally every college has its symphonic orchestra, its 
glee clubs, and other musical groups. Every college 
stages regular dramatic performances, brings out 
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special school publications, provides special lectures 
and concerts, provides a wide variety of special 
organizations and activities for the student body 
(professional, literary, artistic, athletic, political, 
international, religious and hobby). It is these 
special activities which give the college student a 
special community life of absorbing interest. 


There has been a tendency in American college 
life in the past for the students to become so in- 
terested in campus affairs that they had little inter- 
est to spare for community, national, and world 
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affairs. That is not true today. The return of war 
veterans to the campus, the realization on the part 
“of educators and students that the college has a 
vital role to play in training for world affairs, and 
the upsurgence of interest among all groups in 
America in the role which America must play in the 
establishment of a peaceful world—ali this has 
brought to the American college campus of today 
an intense realization of the outside world. The 
presence of thousands of foreign students and the 
fact that many thousands of American students 
have seen foreign countries make for true cosmopoli- 
tanism on the American college campus today. 
eee 


College and University Organisation and 
Administration — 


The typical liberal arts college of the United 
States is a co-educational institution with about 
1,000-2,000 students and faculty (body of teachers 
and administrators) numbering about 100-400. It is 
divided into various Departments corresponding to 
the major branches of study, such as Chemistry, 
Mathematics, English, French, Art, etc., each 
Department headed by a full Professor, who is 
assisted in instruction by Associate Professors, 
Assistant Professors, and Instructors and Assistants. 
The student body is administered by Deans, the 
institution as a whole is administered by a President. 
Over the President is generally a Board of Trustees 
who represent the founders, the sponsors, and the 
alumni body. 
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The liberal arts college is generally incorporated 
asa private legal entity. It is not publicly owned 
and controlled, but is a private institution that has 
gtown over a period of many years with the assist- 
ance of many sponsors and patrons. Frequently 
the college was originally founded by a religious 
denomination and remains today more or less under 
control of that denomination. But generally it has 
received gifts of land, buildings, and money from 
various wealthy benefactors, it has received addi- 
tional support from its alumni, and it has_devised a 
rather complicated method of democratic self 
government, with sponsors, patrons, alumni, faculty, 
and students represented. In academic matters, the 
faculty generally determines policy by democratic 
processes within its own organization; in student 
matters, the student self-government organization 
has an influential voice. 


The university may be cither private or public. 
If private, its organization is not dissimilar from 
that of the liberal arts college or rather a federation 
of liberal arts colleges. If public, it is governed by 
an elected or appointed Board of Governors . or 
similar organization, but the President, the Faculty, 
and the student body enjoy much the same 
privileges as in the private liberal arts college. 


American colleges and universities today repre- 
sent a tremendous financial investment—an invest- 
ment which is predominantly private rather than 
public in origin. It is virtually impossible to 
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estimate the amount of that investment, but it 


cannot be less than $3,000,000,000 in physical plants, - 


an additional $2,000,000,000 in endowment, and: 


still an additional $3,000,000,000 in other capital - 


funds. These facts are of great_significance : (1) 
the investment in higher education in America has 
always been preponderantly from a private rather 
than a government source, and the American 
colleges and universities—even publicly supported 
institutions—are monuments to private enterprise 
and philanthropy ; (2) the individual student pays 
only a small part of the total cost of his own college 
or university education—no more than 25% of 
what it costs most institutions to educate him. 


In recent years contributions to higher educa- 
tion by business and industry have had greater 
Significance than ever. In this period of great 
technological, social and economic advancement, 
business leaders have become more and more aware 
of the extent to which the continuation of this trend 
is dependent upon continued educational improve- 
ment. In the school year 1953 private business and 
corporate philanthropy gave a total of $350,000,000 
to American universities and colleges. This figure 
represented an increase of $100,000,000 over the 
total of gifts in 1950. i 
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SPECIALIZED TRAINING 


The liberal arts colleges and the professional 
schools of the universities are the mainstays of 
higher-education in the United States. But, while 
the value. of general education in preparation for a 
career is generally recognised, there are many young 
men and women who prefer to enter specialized 
schools immediately upon graduation from high 
school. For these a large number and a wide assort- 
ment of professional and vocational schools are 
available. 


For the practice of the older professions of 
medicine arid law a liberal arts college preparation 
is generally required. A young woman wishing to 
enter the teaching profession, however, may either 
attend a liberal arts college and university school of 
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education, or go directiy to a teachers training school 
from high school. The same holds true for 
those studying theology, music, agriculture, jour- 
nalism, business, and many other professions and 
vocations. 


Although the emphasis in the specialized schools 
is on practical training for careers, these institutions | 
do not necessarily ignore the social sciences and the 
humanities. 


A student at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology is required to take such courses as Eng- 
lish literature, fine arts, or foreign languages in order 
to obtain his degree. Dr. Karl Compton, when he 
was president of the Institute, once said : 


“The Institute trains for life and for citizenship, 
as well as for a career. Its teaching staff seeks to 
cultivate in each student a strong character, high 
ideals as well as a keen intellect.” 


As an indication of the scope of the specialized 
schools, there are more than 2,000 schools and 
colleges in the United States training young men and 
women in accountancy, book-keeping, and secretarial | 
work, in preparation for business careers. There are 
specialized schools for nurses, for librarians, social 
workers, architects, radio technicians, and dozens of 
other vocations. 


The opportunities are practically unlimited. 
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ADULT EDUCATION 


An estimated 49,000,000 mature Americans take 
advantage of the opportunities for self-improvement 
through education. Public schools and universities 
provide night extension classes to serve the many 
thousands of adults, heads of families and others 
who are desirous of cultural advancement or of im- 
proving their position in life through acquiring new 
skills and knowledge. The public schools alone serve 
approximately 10,000,000 adults. 
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General education and special vocational train- 
ing are available to workers in industry, as well as 
to plant executives. Full courses of study are mailed 

‘out by some 350 correspondence schools to an esti- 
mated 750,000 adults. Correspondence courses are 
also offered by 42 State universities and colleges. 


Special classes for immigrants are held in many 
of the large city schools, and newcomers to the 
country are encouraged to learn the English language 
quickly in order to gain the privileges and assume 
the responsibilities of citizenship. 


The American public schoolhouse has always 
been a gathering place for the entire community. 
Adult education activities are usually held there, as 
well as meetings of Parent-Teacher Associations and 
other civic groups. Public interest in adult ed ucation 
has grown by leaps and bounds in recent years. 
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FOREIGN STUDENTS IN THE U. S. A. 


At present there are over 34,000 foreign 
students enrolled in different American colleges and 
universities. Of these, some 1800 are from India. 
This means that over one per cent of the total 
student body in institutions of higher education in 
America consists of visitors from abroad. These 
young men and young women from abroad are 
persons who will return to their own countries to 
occupy positions of some prominence. The years 
which they spend in America are therefore of great 
importance to both the United States and the 
countries which the visitors represent. American 
educators believe that the presence of foreign 
students in American educational institutions is of 
such importance in the creation of international 
friendship and understanding that they are willing to 
make places for many thousands of foreign students 
even though they must refuse as many thousand 
qualified American candidates in order to do so. 


American educational institutions have tradi- 
tionally extended a warm welcome to students from 
abroad. It is only in the last few years, however, 
that deliberate effort has been made to coordinate 
a foreign students programme for American colleges 
and universities on a nation-wide scale. Various 
agencies are now trying to ensure: first, that foreign 
students are correctly informed about educational 
opportunities and problems in the United States ; 
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second, that the best qualified foreign students are 
selected for admission to American institutions and 
offered certain scholarship assistance, when possi- 
ble; and third, that foreign students who do pro- 
ceed to the United States derive the greatest possible 
profit from their opportunity. These are the major 
steps which have been taken : 
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1. American educational institutions have 
moved independently to set foreign student quotas, 
establish foreign student advisory committees, pro- 
vide special indoctrination and English language 
courses, provide also club and meeting rooms 
where foreign students may come in close and 
friendly contact with each other and with Americans. 
The individual educational institutions thus en- 
deavour to fit the foreign student happily into 
campus life, so that the student himself, the 
American students, and the institution profit most 
from his presence. 


2. The Institute of International Education 
(a private body) has been established in New York 
City to coordinate the foreign student programme 
for all American institutions. This organization 
does not generally deal with foreign students 
directly. Rather, it encourages the establishment 
in each foreign country of a local educational 
committee. This committee disseminates informa- 
tion about American educational possibilities, it 
accepts applications for admission and transmits 
to the Institute papers of students who are fully 
qualified. The Institute then arranges for admis- 
sion of those students to appropriate American 
colleges, and for scholarship assistance to exception- 
ally qualified candidates. 


3. The United States Department of State, 
as part of its programme of International Informa- 
tion and Educational Exchange, engages in a pro- 
gramme of advice and assistance to foreign students. 
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Acting through the local United States Information 
Service, the Department of State provides informa- 
tion about American schools, it assists the Inter- 
national Institute of Education or its local 
educational committee in contact with qualified 
students, and it participates in certain official 
United States Government programmes, such as the 
Fulbright programme, for helping foreign students 
study in America. 


The foreign student who is interested in study- 
ing in the United States is advised by any or all of 
the agencies indicated above to the following effect : 


l. Foreign students must be proficient in the 
English language to gain admission to an American 
institution. 


They must also have a good general academic 
background and must produce school records and 
letters of recommendation to prove it. 


2. Foreign students must fulfil all requirements 
for a student visa i if they wish to proceed to America. 
The detailed requirements can be determined at 
the local American consular office. In particular, 
they include evidence of actual acceptance in an 
American educational institution and evidence of 
financial support while in America. 


3. Foreign students must expect to pay a 
large part if not all of their travel, living, and 
educational expenses out of their own funds. It 
is not the practice of American educational 


42 


CC-0. Bhagavad Ramanuja National Research Institute, Melukote Collection. 


Funding: Tattva Heritage Foundation,Kolkata. Digitization: eGangotri. 


institutions, other American organizations, or the 
United States Government, except in the most 
extraordinary cases, to provide assistance to the 
extent of more than 259 —509/ of the total amount 
necessary. Total expenses in America (exclusive 
of travel to and from America) amount to $1,500 
— $2,000 per year, and the student must plan 
accordingly. With prior authorization, he can seek 
part-time employment, but he cannot hope to 
earn more than several hundred dollars at most 
by his own effort. 


4. Foreign students who hope to receive 
scholarship assistance must present evidence of 
distinguished academic achievement. Students 
entering an American institution at an advanced 
or graduate level have much better prospect of 
receiving assistance than have those entering at the 
first or second year college level. At any level, 
none but the most exceptional students can hope 
for a scholarship or fellowship wkich will meet 
most or all of their expenses. 


5. The American school year begins in mid 
or late September, ends in June, is divided into 
two “semesters” or three “quarters,” and allows 
for a July-August-September vacation period during 
which the student may, if he wishes, enroll in 
summer school. Application for admission should 
be submitted at least six months in advance of 
expected entry, application for a scholarship or 
fellowship should be submitted at least nine months 
in advance. It is generally best to enter a college 
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or university at the beginning of the school year, 
but it is frequently possible to enter in February 
or in July. 


6. Foreign students must realize that American 
educational institutions are extremely crowded to- 
day, that living accommodations are very difficult 
to find unless provided by the institution itself, that 
expenses of every sort are very high, and that life in 
the United States, as in most other areas, is by no 
means as easy as before the war. For this reason, 
students should make all arrangements well in 
advance, and they should under no circumstances 
consider taking any member or members of their 
family with them to America unless specifically 
advised that they may do so. 


Published and Distributed by the United States Information Service. 
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